
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Video 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle—Havens Family 
 

Hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem” UMH#230 verse 1 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Call to Worship 
L: Welcome tonight to a celebration like no other! 
P: This is the night of the Holy Birth! 
L: Let the love of Jesus be born in your hearts and spirits! 
P: Open our hearts to receive this blessed gift, Loving God. 
L: Rejoice, good friends, the Good News is here! 
P: Christ our Savior is Born! Hallelujah! AMEN. 

Opening Prayer 
God of Surprising Love and Hope, we come this evening to the manger, 
gazing lovingly on the Child born to bring hope to the world. Open our 
hearts tonight as we hear the story anew. Help us to be guided by the Light 
of Jesus Christ, that we may truly feel the power of your love and bring that 
love, with joy, to all we meet. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. AMEN. 
 

Silent Prayer of Confession 
 

December 24, 2023 
7:00 PM 

Do this in remembrance of me”. When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of 
you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” An so in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union 
with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.   
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and 
wine.  Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for 
the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.  By your Spirit make us 
one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until 
Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet.  Through 
your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and 
glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:  Our Father, who 
art in heaven hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake 
of the one loaf. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.  
The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.  The 
body of Christ, given for you. Amen. The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
 Special Music “O Holy Night” by Lena Choi 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have 
given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength 
of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 
 

Lighting of Christmas Candle 
 

Carol        “Silent Night, Holy Night”            UMH#239 
 

Benediction 
Beloved, just as the shepherds heard the angels’ news and rushed to 
find the Christ child, go now glorifying and praising God, declaring the 
good news: our wondrous Light has come! Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Merry Christmas! 
 
  



Holy Communion 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another.  Therefore, let us confess our sin 
before God and one another. 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have failed to be an obedient church.  We have not done your will, we 
have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not 
loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  Forgive 
us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen. 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen. 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Life up your hearts.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  You created light out of 
darkness and brought forth life on the earth.  You formed us in your image and 
breathed into us the breath of life.  When we turned away, and our love failed, 
your love remained steadfast.  You delivered us from captivity, made covenant 
to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through your prophets.  In the fullness 
of time you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior, and at his birth 
the angels sang glory to you in the highest and peace to your people on earth.  
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 
of our glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. As Mary and Joseph went 
from Galilee to Bethlehem and there found no room, so Jesus went from Galilee 
to Jerusalem and was despise and rejected.  As in the poverty of a stable Jesus 
was born, so by the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave 
birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with 
us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. As your Word became flesh, born of 
woman, on that night long ago, so, on the night in which he gave himself up for 
us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, 
and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Opening Hymn  “Angels We Have Heard on High”  UMH#238 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ—”Merry Christmas” 
 

Scripture Reading 
Acts 1:9-11 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight. 
They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, 
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 
been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven.” 
 

Hebrews 9:28 
so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will 
appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who 
are waiting for him. 
 

Revelation 1:7 
“Look, he is coming with the clouds,”  
and “every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him”; 
and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”  
So shall it be! Amen. 
 

Message         “The Gift of Waiting”          Pastor Peter Choi 
 

Hymn      “The First Noel”    UMH#245 
 

Special Music on piano by Hailey Choi 
 “Joy to the World” 
 “We Wish You A Merry Christmas” 
 

Offertory Prayer 
Dear God, we cannot thank you enough for the gift of your Son. Through 
your grace, you have given us everything, including our very lives. On this 
night, we celebrate the miracle of Christmas! But when the candles are 
blown out, when the ringing of the bells has ceased, when the angels and 
shepherds have gone home, may we continue to shine your light into the 
world through the giving of these offerings. And so, we offer you yet anoth-
er gift: our partnership to build your reign here on earth. Amen. 


